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AWESOME RATS! RATS ARE FASCINATING ANIMALS! DID YOU KNOW ...

RATS WANT THEIR BODIES TO BE VERY CLEAN AND WILL WORK REALLY HARD TO RID THEMSELVES
OF DIRT., RAT FAMILIES GROW UP HEALTHY IF THEY HAVE 600D FOOD, WATER, AND SHELTER.

IF NO ONE FORCES THEM TO LIVE IN AN
UNCLEAN CAGE, THEIR SKIN HAS A NICE
PERFLME-LIKE SCENT.

RATS ARE SMART, CLIRIOLIS, AND FRIENOLY. THEY
CAN BE AS OUTGOING AND GENTLE AS ANY HUMAN,

IF YOU ARE NICE TO THEM, RATS CAN 8E HAPPY

JUST LIKE US. OF COURSE, THEY ALSO FEEL PAIN,

JUST AS DOGS, CATS, AND WE DO.

RATS HAVE POOR EYESIGHT BUT EXCELLENT
SENSES OF SMELL, TASTE, TOUCH, AND
HEARING.




HI, I'M SALLY.
YOU MUST 8E OUR
NEW NEIGHBOR.

THIS 1S MY SISTER, KELLY.
OUR DOG’'S NAME 1S JAKE.
HE'S THE BEST DOG EVER.
DO YOU HAVE A DOg,
TOO?

YEP, I'M SAM. THIS IS MY £

NO, 8UT I HAVE A RAT FRIEND
NAMED SLINSHINE. DO YOU

o)
WANT TO MEET HER:

YEAH, AND SHE SPENDS HOURS
GROOMING HERSELF, JUST LIKE A CAT. SHE'S REALLY]
SWEET AND LOVES TO BE PETTED. WHEN SHE WANTS
ATTENTION, SHE'LL NIP MY NOSE AND RUN AWAY. SHE'S
REALLY CAREFUL NOT TO 8ITE TOO HARD, THOUGH,
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THINGS. YESTERDAY, SHE SPENT | | FLOOR FOR HER, SHE'LL TAKE OUT EACH ICE
HOURS PULLING MY DIRTY cLOTHES | | CUBE AND CARRY IT AWAY FROM THE 6LASS IN
FPOM THE LALNORY BAG. HER TEETH. SWEET POTATOES ARE HER

FAVORITE TREAT. SHE LOVES THEM.
Q 'ﬁ\ N “\ \ /
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o SHE LOVES TO PLAY AND GET INTO IF I LEAVE A 6LASS OF ICE WATER ON THE

<)

DID YOU GET HER FROM NO! I DON'T THINK PET STORES ARE 600D
A PET STORE? PLACES. THE RATS ARE LISLIALLY KEPT IN
SMALL, DIRTY CAGES AND GET VERY
8ORED BECALSE THEY CAN'T EXPLORE OR
DO OTHER THINGS THAT RATS NATLIRALLY
LIKE TO DO. MY FATHER RESCLED HER.

SUNSHINE AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER RATS
AND MICE WERE USED IN A CRUEL TEST AT A
COLLEGE IN NORTH CAROLINA. SHE DION'T
HAVE A NAME THERE, JUST A NUMBER,




SUNSHINE WAS
LUCKY TO ESCAPE.
THE OTHER
ANIMALS ARE STILL
CRAMMED INSIDE
TINY CAGES. A LOT
OF THEM ARE

REALLY SICK OR
HAVE 8l6 CUTS AND
TUMORS.

THE RESEARCHERS
DION'T CARE

ABOUT THE
ANIMALS, SOME
WOULD THROW 0’

THEM INTO A 0
COOLER, EVEN

THOUGH THEY
WERE STILL ALIVE,
OR CUT THE
ANIMALS' HEADS
OFF WITH
5CI550RS5, THEY
LAUGHED WHILE
THEY WERE DOING
MEAN THINGS TO
THE ANIMALS,

THAT'S HORRIBLE!
HOW CAN ANYONE
BE 5O MEAN?




IT HAPPENS ALL
THE TIME. LOTS
OF ANIMALS ARE
EXPERIMENTED

ON, EVEN DOGS,
CATS, MONKEYS,
PIES, FERRETS,

COWS, RABBITS,
SHEEP, GLINEA

PI6S, HAMSTERS,
CHICKENS, AND
LAMBS.

THEY EVEN
TEST ON DOES?!
LIKE JAKE?

THAT'S NOT NICE!

’ U

DON'T EVEN GET TEST ON DOES?

FAMILY. HE
EVEN SLEEPS QSESgé\ Q‘\ESEEY
IN MY BED!
IN SMALL

METAL CAGES.




LOTS OF PLACES. THE
MILITARY GASSES AND
SHOOTS ANIMALS.
SOME DOCTORS
ADDICT ANIMALS TO
ORUGS AND ALCOHOL.
OTHERS DEPRIVE THEM
OF SLEEP AND DO
LOTS OF OTHER NASTY
THINGS, LIKE TAKING
BABY ANIMALS AWAY
FROM THEIR MOTHERS.

EVEN DOE&- AND CAT-FOOD COMPANIES
CONDUCT CRUEL TESTS TO MEASURE HOW
EFFECTIVE THEIR FOOD IS. DURING THE LONG
TESTS, DOEGS AND CATS ARE OFTEN FORCED
TO LIVE FOR YEARS IN COLD, EMPTY CAGES
WITH NO TOYS.

OUR COUSIN WON'T 8LY ANY
MAKEUP THAT'S BEEN TESTED ON
ANIMALS. SHE SAYS THERE'S NO
EXCUSE FOR TESTING COSMETICS
AND CLEANING STUFF ON ANIMALS
WHEN THERE ARE SO MANY OTHER
COMPANIES THAT MAKE
CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS.

.
‘ | [DAYSWITH
NO SLEEP

THAT'S :
L YOU'D THINK 50, 8UT
Sy & MANY EXPERIMENTERS
comernies ||  BECOME PRETTY cOLD
ARE AFTER YEARS OF TESTING
SUPPOSED | | AND DON'T EVEN SEE THE
TO CARE ANIMALS' SUFFERING.
ABOUT

ANIMALS.

RIEGHT. THOUSANDS OF 8I&
COMPANIES, LIKE THE 8ODY
SHOP, TOMW'S OF MAINE,
EL.F, METHOD,
WET N WILD, YES TO,
AND LIP SMACKERS,
DON'T TEST ON ANIMALS.




8UT YOU
MEAN SOME
OTHER COMPANIES
STILL TEST
ON ANIMALS?/,

YES. ALTHOUEGH TESTS ON
ANIMALS FOR COSMETICS HAVE
MOSTLY ENDED IN THE U.S., THERE ARE
SOME COMPANIES THAT CHOOSE TO PAY
FOR TESTS ON ANIMALS IN ORDER TO SELL
THEIR PRODUCTS IN CHINA, WHERE TESTS,
ON ANIMALS ARE REQUIRED 8Y
THE GOVERNMENT.

COMPANIES LIKE
THESE PUMP THEIR
PRODUCTS INTO
ANIMALS'

STOMACHS, RUB
THEM ONTO THEIR
SHAVED AND RAW
SKIN, SQUIRT
THEM INTO THEIR
EYES, AND FORCE
ANIMALS TO
BREATHE THEM IN.

TEST ON ANIMALS? T | IT'S ILLEGAL TO TEST
60 FAR ENOUGH, IT DOESN'T EVEN

SAW A MOVIE WHERE |  ONANIMALS FOR
ANIMAL TESTING WAS] | OTHER cOLINTRIES, PROTECT MICE AND RATS, LIKE
SLINSHINE, EVEN THOUGH THEY'RE

BANNED. INCLUA?QIS% (1;va us.,

CONSIDERING LAWS THE ANIMALS USED MOST OFTEN.
THAT WOULD 8AN
THESE PAINFUL AND
DEADOLY TESTS.

r




WOW, YOU'RE
REALLY SMART.
HOW DO YOU
KNOW ALL THIS?

DID YOU élRLS
ENJOY MEETING
SLINSHINE?

T'VE ALWAYS LOVED
ANIMALS, AND 50 HAS
MY MOM. SHE TAUGHT
ME TO LOOK OUT FOR
ANYONE WHO 1S
SMALLER AND WEAKER
THAN ME.

HI, MOM! CAN MY OF COURSE.
FRIENDS STAY FOR I MADE VEGGIE BURGERS.
HAVE A SEAT.

LUNCH?

SHE'S GREAT.
I LOVE HER!

C'MON, LET'S 60 TALK
TO HER. IT'S ALMOST TIME
FOR LUNCH ANYWAY.

I CAN'T BELIEVE
WHAT THOSE AWFLL
SCIENTISTS WERE
DOING TO THOSE
POOR ANIMALS.

YES, IT'S VERY SAD.
FORTUNATELY,
SHE'LL NEVER HAVE
TO 60 THROUGH
THAT AGAIN.




SAM, THAT REMINDS ME:
WE HAVE TO LEAVE FOR
THE HOSPITAL IN THREE
HOURS TO SEE YOUR
AUNT. SHE'S BEEN GOING
THROUGH A LOT LATELY.

MY AUNT
HAS CANCER. WE
60 TO VISIT HER
EVERY WEEK.

THAT'S VERY  \
THOUGHTFUL OF
you, s8uT IT
WOULD BE MUCH
MORE HELPFLUL IF
yOuR SCHOOL
RAISED MONEY
FOR A CHARITY
THAT DOESN'T PAY
FOR EXPERIMENTS
ON ANIMALS, LIKE
THE DR. SUSAN
LOVE RESEARCH

FOLINDATION.

CHARITIES LIKE THE
AMERICAN CANCER
SOCIETY, THE MARCH
OF DIMES, AND THE

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION STILL
HURT ANIMALS.

A\

T HOPE SHE'LL GET
BETTER. MY CLASS 1S
DOING A FUNDRAISER FOR
THE AMERICAN CANCER
SOCIETY. MAYBE THAT

WILL HELP?

REALLY
S0RRY,
SAM.

BUT HOW ELSE
WOULD DOCTORS BE ABLE
TO SAVE PEOPLE'S
LIVES?




ANIMAL EXPERIMENTS REALLY WON'T HELP
SAVE ANYONE'S LIFE. IN FACT, A LOT OF
ANIMALS WILL SUFFER AND DIE FOR
NOTHING. ANIMAL TESTING JUST USES
MONEY THAT COULD BE SPENT HELPING
PEOPLE, NOT HURTING ANIMALS.

DO THEY
REALLY
WORK?

MY MOM'S RIGHT. BESIDES, IT'S WRONG TO
INFECT ANIMALS WITH DISEASES THAT THEY
WOULDN'T NORMALLY GET. HOW COULD WE
LOOK SUNSHINE IN THE EYE IF WE HELPED
CAUSE ANIMALS LIKE HER TO SUFFER?

I

SMART CHARITIES FOCUS ON PREVENTION
AND DIRECT CARE. AND THEY USE MODERN
RESEARCH METHODS LIKE OBSERVING
PEOPLE, USING COMPUTER MODELS,
CONDUCTING AUTOPSIES, AND STUDYING
HUMAN CELL AND TISSUE SAMPLES.

METHODS THAT MIMIC
HOW THE HUMAN 8ODY
WORKS. IN THIS DAY
AND AGE, THERE'S
JUST NO REASON

TO EXPERIMENT

ON ANIMALS.

YES, THEY ARE
FASTER, MORE
RELIABLE, AND LESS
EXPENSIVE THAN
ANIMAL TESTS.
NOWADAYS, THERE

X:8.987
Y:-2.534
\fz:3.302

YOU'RE RIGHT. I'M GOING TO TALK
TO MY TEACHER AND MY
CLASSMATES AND TELL THEM THAT
WE SHOULD DO A FUNDRAISER FOR
A CRUELTY-FREE CHARITY INSTEAD.




CAN WE SAY
600D8YE TO
SLUNSHINE BEFORE
WE LEAVE?

SURE, T'LL BRING
HER DOWN. SHE'D LIKE
TO RUN AROUIND SOME
MORE ANYWAY,

600D8YE, AND WE'LL
SLINSHINE! NEVER FORGET WHAT
WE'LL COME y WE'VE LEARNED, EITHER,
VISIT YOU V| SEE YA LATER,
SOON. [ ) SLINSHINE!

[l



INSTRUCTIONS: RATS BELONG IN THE WILD, NOT IN A LAS,.
SHOW THAT YOU CARE ABOUT THEM 8Y COLORING IN THIS PICTURE
OF RATS IN THEIR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT!

1 FARMALS E@E m

VISIT PETAKIDS.COM TO DISCOVER MORE FUN WAYS TO HELP
SAVE RATS AND OTHER ANIMALS USED IN LABS.







DO YOU WANT TO HELP
RATS AND OTHER ANIMALS
IN LABORATORIES?

CHECK OUT PETAKIDS.COM
TODAY FOR INFORMATION, GAMES,
CONTESTS, AND MORE.

P€TA kli

For more free comics, e-mai il PETAKids@peta.org.




