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Hi! I’m Sam the tiger. I used to be sad because I was stuck inside a tiny cage 
at a circus—but not anymore! I was rescued, thanks to kind kids like you who 
realized that animals should be free. I helped my friends at PETA Kids make this 
booklet so that you can learn how to help animals like me.

Animals are a lot like you. We all love hanging out with our friends and families. 
We want to be free to choose what we eat, what we do, and how we live. Did 
you know that places like zoos, circuses, and marine parks take animals away 
from their families? Yup, they take them away from everything that they love 
and keep them in teensy cages and tanks. It’s not fair! 

My orca friends live in little tanks and are forced to do tricks. That’s not what they 
want. My buddy Milo the monkey, who lives at a zoo, says, “Humans would hate it 
if they had to live like we do.” He’s right. Just imagine if you were grounded, even 
though you didn’t do anything wrong, and you had to stay in a small room by 
yourself with nothing to do. Now, imagine that one side of the room had a big glass 
wall so that people could look at you whenever they wanted to. You wouldn’t like 
that at all! Well, animals in zoos and marine parks are grounded for life. 

Like you, all animals have their own personalities. We can also do pretty cool 
things—like, did you know that I can run as fast as your car? Or that dolphin 
families have their own special languages? You have a really cool power, too—
you can save us! Use your special power of empathy* to read our stories in this 
booklet and learn why animals don’t like being in cages, tanks, or chains. Then, 
find out how you can help us be free! 

—Sam

*Empathy is the feeling that you get when you put yourself in someone else’s 
shoes—or paws! It lets us see when something is hurting someone else so we can 
do something about it. So if we can see that animals don’t like being in zoos and 
tanks and would rather be free—just as we would—then we understand that we 
shouldn’t buy tickets to the zoo or a marine park like SeaWorld.
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HELP LEO LEAVE THE CIRCUS ...

… AND BE WITH HIS FAMILY AGAIN!



Orcas belong in the wild!

Orcas love swimming in the ocean with their families. But orcas in marine parks are taken away from 
their families and forced to live in tiny tanks. How can you help them? Please, never go to SeaWorld.

Color Me!
HELP LEO LEAVE THE CIRCUS ...

… AND BE WITH HIS FAMILY AGAIN!
2



LIFE IN THE CIRCUS

Read the facts below, and then search 
for the underlined words in the word find.
•  In the wild, tiger cubs stay with their mothers
    for up to three years, but in the circus, they’re taken
    away from them when they’re still babies. 
•  Tigers normally roam for miles every day, 
    but in the circus, they live in cramped cages. 
•  Zebras are shy animals who avoid people, but in the circus, 
    they have to perform in front of loud and scary crowds.
•  Camels like to walk around and explore, but
    circuses keep them in small pens and trucks. 
•  Horses live in family herds and like to graze and
    run in fields, but circus life means spending most 
    of their time in boxcars, trailers, and arena basements.     

WORD FIND
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LIFE IN THE CIRCUS

Read the facts below, and then search 
for the underlined words in the word find.
•  In the wild, tiger cubs stay with their mothers
    for up to three years, but in the circus, they’re taken
    away from them when they’re still babies. 
•  Tigers normally roam for miles every day, 
    but in the circus, they live in cramped cages. 
•  Zebras are shy animals who avoid people, but in the circus, 
    they have to perform in front of loud and scary crowds.
•  Camels like to walk around and explore, but
    circuses keep them in small pens and trucks. 
•  Horses live in family herds and like to graze and
    run in fields, but circus life means spending most 
    of their time in boxcars, trailers, and arena basements.     

WORD FIND
MATCH GAME:

GUESS MY GROUP!
We all know the names of the animals below, but do you know what to call 

a GROUP of them? Match the animal with the right group name.

1. a. Streak

b. Pride

c. Raft (in water) or 
    colony (on land)

d. Pod

e. Troop

f. Parade

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Answers: 1. d, 2. a, 3. e, 4. f, 5. c, 6. b
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ACROSS

3. The circus makes me live in this.

6. I wish I could be running in a meadow.

7. When they make me do tricks,

    I feel _.

8. They dress me up in this.

9. They use this to hurt me and 

    make me do tricks.

10. This is how I feel.

DOWN

1. This training tool hurts me.

2. I belong in the desert.

4. I’m a large animal with a trunk.

5. I’m a wild cat with stripes.

8. They put these on my front 

    and back legs.

WORD BANK

Horse  Tiger

Camel Costume

Bullhook Chains

Cage  Whip

Elephant  Sad

Afraid

CIRCUSES
HURT ANIMALS
Use the word bank to help you complete the crossword puzzle and 

show what you know about the lives of animals in the circus.
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A� animals 
have a hard 
time in the 
circus.

A� animals 
have a hard 
time in the 
circus.

We realized that the circus 
we worked for used animals 

only to make money. The 
owners didn’t care if the 
animals were sad or got 

sick. So we quit.
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1. One thing that tigers like to do is:

           a. jump through a flaming hoop.

           b. cool o in a mountain stream.

           c. dance on their hind legs.

2. If orcas could choose how to spend their 
    lives, what would they do?

           a. live in the ocean with their families.

 b. do tricks for food.

 c. swim in circles in a tiny tank.

3. One of a zebra’s favorite activities is:

           a. running around in a circle while being 
     threatened by someone with a whip.

           b. sleeping standing up. 

           c. being hauled from town to town in a trailer. 

4. Elephants’ trunks are important because they:

           a. help them balance on a ball.

           b. give the person riding on their back something to hang on to.

           c. can reach up into trees to collect leaves and fruit to eat. 

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?
ANIMALS IN CAPTIVITY VS. ANIMALS IN THE WILD

Take a quick quiz to see how much you know about 
 animals in the circus and what they really love to do

“Captivity” is like being in jail. It means being kept in one place, like a cage, 

and not being allowed to leave. Animals in circuses, zoos, marine parks, 

aquariums, petting zoos, and other places are forced to live in captivity. !

Answers: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. c. Now you know that being trained to perform boring and dangerous tricks is none of these animals’ favorite thing!



Hey, kids! Reading is very important, especially 
in the summertime when you’re out of school. 
So why not make it fun by learning how you can 
help animals? 

Below is a list of our favorite books. Check with 
your local library to find these and others. 

2154 W. Sunset Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
323-644-7382 • PETAKids.com

PETAKids.com 

Check out PETAKids.com and 
sign up to get the latest updates on 
contests and freebies, tips on easy 
ways to help animals, details about 
your favorite celebrities who are 

taking action, and more. 

The Animal Boogie by Debbie Harter

Animal Fact/Animal Fable by Seymour Simon
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
Bernie Knows Best! by Mark Weston
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White
Deep in the Jungle by Dan Yaccarino
Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin
The Forgotten Door by Alexander Key
Friends of All Creatures by Rose Evans
The Girl and the Elephant 

     by Nicole de Cock
Going Through the Gate 

      by Janet S. Anderson
Make Way for Ducklings 

    by Robert McCloskey

The One and Only Ivan 

  by Katherine Applegate 

One Day at Wood Green Animal Shelter 

     by Patricia Casey

One Dog and His Boy by Eva Ibbotson

On Parade by Rob Laidlaw

Perfect the Pig by Susan Jeschke

Samantha: A Story of Friendship 
     by Sergio Bambarén

Saving Emily by Nicholas Read

Tarra & Bella: The Elephant and Dog

     Who Became Best Friends

     by Carol Buckley

Vegan Is Love by Ruby Roth

When Anju Loved Being an Elephant 

     by Wendy Henrichs

Animal-Friendly

Reading List
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