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Hi! I’m Sam the tiger. I used to be sad because I was stuck in a cage at the 
circus—but not anymore! I was rescued, thanks to kind kids like you who 
realized that animals should be free. I helped my friends at PETA Kids make this 
booklet so that you can learn how to help animals like me.

Animals are a lot like you. We all love hanging out with our friends and families. 
We want to be free to choose what we eat, what we do, and how we live. 
Did you know that places like roadside zoos, circuses, and marine parks take 
animals away from their families? Yup, they take them away from everything 
that they love and keep them in cages and tanks. It’s not fair! 

My orca friends live in concrete tanks and are forced to do tricks. That’s not what 
they want. My buddy Milo the monkey, who lives in a roadside zoo, says, “Humans 
would hate it if they had to live like we do.” He’s right. Just imagine if you were 
grounded, even though you didn’t do anything wrong, and you had to stay in a 
small room by yourself with nothing to do. Now, imagine that one side of the room 
had a big glass wall so that people could look at you whenever they wanted to. 
You wouldn’t like that at all! Well, animals in roadside zoos and marine parks are 
grounded for life. 

Like you, all animals have their own personalities. We can also do pretty cool 
things—like, did you know that I can run as fast as your car? Or that dolphin 
families have their own special languages? You have a really cool power, too—
you can save us! Use your special power of empathy* as you read our stories in 
this booklet and learn why animals don’t like being in cages, tanks, or chains. 
Then, find out how you can help set us free! 

—Sam

*Empathy is the feeling that we get when we put ourselves in someone else’s shoes—or 
paws! It lets us see when something is hurting someone else so we can do something about 
it. So if we can see that animals don’t like being in cages and tanks and would rather be 
free—just as we would—then we understand that we shouldn’t buy tickets to a roadside zoo 
or a marine park like SeaWorld.
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HELP LEO LEAVE THE CIRCUS ...

… AND BE WITH HIS FAMILY AGAIN!



Orcas belong in the ocean!

Orcas love swimming in the ocean with their families. But many orcas in marine parks were taken away from 
their families and are forced to live in concrete tanks. How can you help them? Please, never go to SeaWorld.

Color Me!
HELP LEO LEAVE THE CIRCUS ...

… AND BE WITH HIS FAMILY AGAIN!
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LIFE IN THE CIRCUS

Read the facts below, and then search 
for the underlined words in the word find.
•  In the wild, tiger cubs stay with their mothers
    for up to three years, but in the circus, they’re taken
    away from them when they’re still babies. 
•  Tigers normally roam for miles every day, 
    but in the circus, they live in cramped cages. 
•  Zebras are shy animals who avoid people, but in the circus, 
    they have to perform in front of loud and scary crowds.
•  Camels like to walk around and explore, but
    circuses keep them in small pens and trucks. 
•  Horses live in family herds and like to graze and
    run in fields, but circus life means spending most 
    of their time in trailers and arena basements.     

WORD FIND
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MATCH GAME:
GUESS MY GROUP!
We all know the names of the animals below, but do you know what to call 

a GROUP of them? Match the animal with the right group name.

1. a. Streak

b. Pride

c. Raft (in water) or 
    colony (on land)

d. Pod

e. Troop

f. Parade

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Answers: 1. d, 2. a, 3. e, 4. f, 5. c, 6. b
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ACROSS

3. The circus makes me live in this.

6. I wish I could be running in a meadow.

7. When they make me do tricks,

    I feel _.

8. They dress me up in this.

9. They use this to hurt me and 

    make me do tricks.

10. This is how I feel.

DOWN

1. This training tool hurts me.

2. I belong in the desert.

4. I’m a large animal with a trunk.

5. I’m a wild cat with stripes.

8. They put these on my front 

    and back legs.

WORD BANK

Horse  Tiger

Camel Costume

Bullhook Chains

Cage  Whip

Elephant  Sad

Afraid

CIRCUSES
HURT ANIMALS
Use the word bank to help you complete the crossword puzzle and 

show what you know about the lives of animals in the circus.

Across: 3. Cage, 6. Horse, 7. Afraid, 8. Costume, 9. Whip, 10. Sad; Down: 1. Bullhook, 2. Camel, 4. Elephant, 5. Tiger, 8. Chains
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While most cats despise water, 
tigers love BATHING to help 
themselves stay c�l.
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in NATURE, orcas spend 
their whole lives with 
their families and swim 
up to 140 miles a day. 
BUT MANY OF THE ORCAS 
AT SEAWORLD WERE taken 
away from their 
families. their tanks 
are so sma� that 
they would have to 
swim Laps OVER 4,000 
times a day to go the 
same distance as they 
would in the ocean.

I LIKE ANIMALS, T�, 
BUT THEY DON’T BELONG 
IN CIRCUSES, ROADSIDE 
Z�S, OR MARINE PARKS 
LIKE SEAWORLD.

animals in roadside 
z�s often live in 
spaces that are 
thousands of times 
sma�er than their 
real homes. people 
are always staring at 
them, and they f�l 
frustrated, sad, and 
lonely. they can’t 
run, play, or even 
ch�se their friends.
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SAM HAS THE SAME STORY AS 
MOST ANIMALS IN THE CIRCUS. 

HE WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM HIS MOM 
RIGHT AFTER HE WAS BORN, AND 

HE NEVER SAW HER AGAIN.
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circuses travel from town 
to town. that means that 

animals are locked in 
trailers for days at a time, 

even in very hot or very 
cold weather and often 
without f	d, water, or 

veterinary care.

Sam was 
forced to 
live in a sma�, 
dirty cage. 
he had to eat, 
drink, sl�p, 
and even go to 
the bathr	m 
a� in the 
same space.

For animals, life in 
the circus is very 
di�erent from 

THEIR NATURAL LIFE.

IN THE CIRCUS
TIGERS SPEND MOST OF THEIR 
TIME IN CRAMPED CAGES, 
SOMETIMES IN THE HOT SUN 
WITHOUT ANY SHADE OR WATER.

CAMELS HARDLY GET ANY 
EXERCISE AND HAVE TO GIVE 
RIDES ON THEIR BACKS.

IN NATURE
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IN NATURE IN THE CIRCUS A� animals 
have a hard 
time in the 
circus.

A� animals 
have a hard 
time in the 
circus.

We realized that the circus 
we worked for used animals 

only to make money. The 
owners didn’t care if the 
animals were sad or got 

sick. So we quit.
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THIS IS THE WEBSITE FOR THE SANCTUARY 
WHERE SAM LIVES NOW. HE DOESN’T HAVE 
TO WO	Y ABOUT BEING HURT OR LIVING 

IN A CAGE ANYMORE!

DON’T GO TO CIRCUSES, ROADSIDE 
Z�S, MARINE PARKS, QUESTIONABLE 
AQUARIUMS, OR ANY OTHER 
A�RACTION THAT EXPLOITS ANIMALS! 
IF PEOPLE STO�ED PAYING TO S� 
TIGERS, ZEBRAS, AND OTHER ANIMALS, 
THESE PLACES WOULD STOP USING 
THEM. WE N�D TO LET THESE PLACES 
KNOW THAT WE DON’T WANT ANIMALS 
TO BE USED FOR OUR ENTERTAINMENT.
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1. One thing that tigers like to do is
           a. jump through a flaming hoop.

           b. cool o
 in a mountain stream.

           c. dance on their hind legs.

2. If orcas could choose how to spend their 
    lives, what would they do?
           a. live in the ocean with their families.

 b. do tricks for food.

 c. swim in circles in a concrete tank.

3. One of a zebra’s favorite activities is:
           a. running around in a circle while being 
     threatened by someone with a whip.

           b. sleeping standing up. 

           c. being hauled from town to town in a trailer. 

4. Elephants’ trunks are important because they:
           a. help them balance on a ball.

           b. give the person riding on their back something to hang onto.

           c. can reach up into trees to collect leaves and fruit to eat. 

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?
ANIMALS IN CAPTIVITY VS. ANIMALS IN NATURE

Take a quick quiz to see how much you know about 
 animals in the circus and what they really love to do.

Animals used in entertainment spend their whole lives caged or chained up when they 
aren’t being forced to perform. Animals in circuses, roadside zoos, marine parks, 

questionable aquariums, petting zoos, and other attractions are never allowed to leave.

Answers: 1. b, 2. a, 3. b, 4. c. Now you know that being trained to perform confusing and dangerous tricks is none of these animals’ favorite thing!
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Hey, kids! Reading is very important, especially 
in the summertime when you’re out of school. 
So why not make it fun by reading about helping 
animals? 

Below is a list of our favorite books. Check with 
your local library to find these and others. 

501 Front St. 
Norfolk, VA 23510 
757-622-7382 • PETAKids.com

PETAKids.com 

Check out PETAKids.com and 
sign up to get the latest updates on 
contests and freebies, tips on easy 
ways to help animals, details about 
your favorite celebrities who are 

taking action, and more. 

Because of Winn-Dixie
by Kate DiCamillo

Before You Were Mine 
by Maribeth Boelts

Black Beauty
by Anna Sewell

Charlotte’s Web
by E.B. White

Courageous Conner
by Heather Leughmyer

Diary of a Worm
by Doreen Cronin

Fiona Finds Love
by Rhonda Lucas Donald

Hey, Little Ant
by Hannah and Phillip Hoose 

Hobbes Goes Home 
by Bruce Zeman Jr. and Tami Crupi Zeman

How to Heal a Broken Wing 
by Bob Graham

Make Way for Ducklings 
by Robert McCloskey

The One and Only Ivan 
by Katherine Applegate

Perfect the Pig 
by Susan Jeschke

Sprig the Rescue Pig 
by Leslie Crawford

The True Adventures of Esther the 
Wonder Pig
by Steve Jenkins, Derek Walter, and 
Caprice Crane

Vegan Is Love 
by Ruby Roth

When Anju Loved Being an Elephant 
by Wendy Henrichs

Animal-Friendly

Reading List
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