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RATS ARE FASCINATING! DID YOU KNOW …..

Rats love to be clean. People often think THEY’RE dirty animals, but that’s 
just not true! When they live in a clean environment, YOUNG RATS’ SKIN smells 
almost like oats.

Rats grow up healthy and strong when 
they have plenty of food and clean 
water and a safe place to live in.

Rats are emotional, just like us. They 
can feel happy, sad, and excited. They 
can also feel LONELY, angry, and hurt.

Rats have poor eyesight but 
excellent senses of smell, taste, 
touch, and hearing.

Just like humans, rats have big
personalities! They can be curious, smart, 
friendly, gentle, and even outgoing.



Yeah, and they spend 
hours grooming themselves, 

just like a cat. They are really 
sweet and love to be petted.

Hi, I’m Sally. You 
must be our new 

neighbor.

Yep, I’m Sam. 
This is my mom.

This is my sister,
Kelly. Our dog’s

name is Jake—he’s
our best friend. Do

you have a dog, too?

No, but I have two rat
friends named Sunshine
and Rainey. Do you want

to meet them?

Rats?? 
Sure, 
why 
not?

Hey, 
they’re 
cute!



They love to play and get
into things. Yesterday, they
spent hours pulling my dirty
clothes out of my hamper.

If I leave a glass of ice water on the
floor for them, they take out each ice
cube and carry it away from the glass
in their teeth. They also love treats—
Rainey’s favorite is sweet potatoes.

No! I Don’t think Pet stores are good
places. The rats are usually kept in
small, dirty CAGES and get very
bored because they can’t explore or
do other things that rats naturally
like to do. My father rescued them 
from a lab.

Sunshine and Rainey and thousands of
other rats and mice were used in cruel
tests at a college in North CAROLINA.
Neither of them had a name there—
just a number.

Did you get
them from a
pet store?



The
experimenters
didn’t care
about them
or treat them
gently. They
often threw
the animals
around and
left them
with painful
injuries.
Sometimes
they laughed
while they
were doing
mean things 
to the 
animals.

Sunshine and 
Rainey were 
very lucky to 
have escaped.
Most other
animals in labs 
aren’t nearly
so lucky.

Are you 
serious? That’s horrible! 

How can anyone 
be so mean?



Unfortunately,
this happens a
lot more often
than you’d think. 
All kinds of 
animals—like 
dogs, cats,
monkeys, pigs,
rabbits, cows,
sheep, chickens,
lambs, and
many others—
are used in
experiments.

That’s not nice! 
Jake is like 

family. He even 
sleeps in my 

bed!

In labs, dogs 
don’t even get 
beds. And they 
sleep alone 

in small metal 
cages.

They even test 
on dogs?! 
Like Jake?

Who would 
test on 
dogs?!



Lots of places 
do … and they sure 

don’t treat them 
nicely. They even 

take baby animals 
away from their 

mothers!

But
aren’t
those

companies
supposed
to care
about

animals?

You’d think so. 
but a lot of 

experimenters
become pretty 

cold-hearted after 
experimenting on 

animals for years 
and years.

Right. Thousands of big 
companies, like the body 

shop, tom’s of maine, 
E.L.F., method, wet n wild, 

yes to, and pacifica 
don’t test on animals.

Even Dog and cat food companies
test on animals. During these long, 
cruel tests, the dogs and cats can 
be forced to live for years in cold, 
empty cages without any toys or 
anything to do.

Our cousin won’t buy any 
makeup made by companies 

that test on animals. She says 
there’s no excuse for buying 

those things when there
are so many other companies

that don’t test on animals.



But you 
mean some 

other companies 
still test on 

animals?

Yes. Although TESTS 
on animals for cosmetics have 

mostly ended in the U.S., there are 
some companies that choose to pay 

for tests on animals in order to sell 
their products in china, where tests 

on animals are required by the 
government.

Companies 
like these rub 
their product 
all over 
the animals’ 
shaved skin, 
squirt it into 
their eyes, or 
spray it and 
force them 
to breathe 
in the fumes. 
It’s so mean!

That sounds
horrible!

This has to 
be illegal … 

right?

Thankfully, in 
many countries 

around the world, 
it is illegal to 
test cosmetics 
on animals. But 
the U.S. hasn’t 

made it illegal yet. 
Hopefully it will 

soon.

There is a law that’s supposed 
to protect animals, called the 
Animal Welfare Act, but it’s not 
nearly enough. It doesn’t protect 
rats and mice, like Sunshine and 
Rainey, who are used in experiments 
more than any other species.



You’re really
smart, Sam.
How did you
learn about

all this?

C’mon, lets go 
talk to her. It’s 

almost time for lunch 
anyway.

Hi, Mom! Can my 
friends stay for 

lunch?

Did you girls
enjoy meeting
Sunshine AND

RAINEY?

I can’t believe 
what those 

awful scientists 
were doing to 
those poor 

animals.

Yes, it’s very sad.
Fortunately, 

they’ll never have 
to go through 

that again.

They’re great.
I love them!

Of course. 
I’m making veggie 

burgers. 
Have a seat.

I’ve always cared
about animals, 
and so has my 

mom! She taught 
me to be kind 

to every living 
being—even

the tiny ones.



Sam, that reminds me, 
we have to leave for 
the hospital in three 
hours to see your 

aunt. She’s been 
going through 

a lot lately.

That’s very 
thoughtful 

of you, but it 
would be much 
more helpful 

if your school 
raised money 
for a charity 
that doesn’t 

pay for 
experiments 
on animals.

Charities like The 
American Cancer 

Society, The March 
of Dimes, and The 
American Heart 

Association still 
hurt animals.

But how else 
would doctors 
be able to save 
people’s lives?

I hope she’ll get 
better. My class is 
doing a fundraiser 
for The American 
Cancer Society. 
Maybe that will 

help?

My aunt has 
cancer. We go 

to visit her 
every week.

Oh, I’m 
really 
sorry, 
Sam.



Animal experiments really won’t
help save anyone’s life. In fact,
a lot of animals will suffer and
die for nothing. Animal testing
just uses money that could be

spent helping humans, not
hurting animals.

Do they 
really 
work?

My mom’s right. Plus, it’s wrong to
hurt animals. That’s exactly what
happened to Sunshine and Rainey,

and I’d never want to help pay
someone to do that to another

animal.

You’re right. I’m going 
to talk to my teacher and 
my classmates and tell 

them that we should 
do a fundraiser for a 

cruelty-free charity instead.

Smart charities focus on prevention
and care. And they use modern

research methods like observing
humans, using computer models,

conducting autopsies, and studying
human cell and tissue samples.

Yes, they 
are faster, 
more reliable, 
and less 
expensive than 
animal tests. 
Nowadays there 
are high-tech 
computer virtual 
organs that are 
just like human 
body parts. In 
this day and 
age, there’s 
no reason to 
experiment on 
animals.



All 
Right!

Good 
for you!

can we say
goodbye to

sunshine and
rainey before

we leave?

sure, i’ll
bring them down.
They’d like to run

around some
more anyway.

Goodbye,
Sunshine

and Rainey!
We’ll come

visit you
soon.

And we’ll never
forget what we’ve

learned, either. See
ya later, sunshine

and rainey!



instructions: Rats belong in nature, not in a lab. 
Show that you care about them by coloring in this 

picture of rats in their natural environment!
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